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Three Degrees of Comparison of Adjectives 
             

There are three degrees of comparison of adjectives.  

1. The Positive degree, 2. The Comparative degree, 

3. The Superlative degree. 

 

1. The Positive degree is used when simply describing 

persons or things. 

 

Examples: 

The Atis tree is tall. 

Anita is young. 

Chicoos are expensive. 

Carlo is intelligent. 

2. The Comparative degree is used when comparing 

two person or things. 

 

Examples: 

The ipil - Ipil tree is taller than the Atis tree. 

Josephine is younger than Anita. 

Mangoes are more expensive than Chicoos. 

Alex is more intelligent than Carlo. 

Rule! 
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* The Comparative degree of adjectives with one or two 

syllables is formed by adding ‘er’. 

Examples: brighter, louder, nearer, narrower, funnier. 

 

 

* The Comparative degree of adjective with two or 

more syllables is formed by adding more before the 

adjective.  

 

Examples: more obedient, more comfortable, more 

responsible, more studious, more industrious. 

 

Note that the word ‘than’ follows the comparative form.  

Examples: 

Celia is prettier than Doris. 

Water is more refreshing than juice. 

 

3. The Superlative degree is used when comparing 

three or more persons or things. 

 

Examples:  

The acacia tree is the tallest of all them. 

Irene is the youngest of them all. 

Grapes are the most expensive of the three. 

Eric is the most intelligent of the three. 

 

Rule:  

* The Superlative degree of adjectives is formed by 

adding ‘est’ to the adjective. 

Examples: longest, thinnest, loudest, highest, darkest 
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Write  the adjectives in the correct form (Comparative  / 

Superlative):  

1. Her dress is (pretty) ....................................................... than mine. 

2. Cheetahs are  the (fast) ........................................ animals we can find.  

3. Eating fruit and vegetables is (healthy) ...................... than eating hot 

dogs.  

4. I like milk (good) .......................... than coffee.  

5. China has (many) ........................... people than any other country in the 

world.  

6. The blue whale is the (heavy) ................................ animal in the world.  

7. Which is (big) ........................., Portugal or Spain?  

8. Travelling by plane is (comfortable) ............................ than travelling 

by car.  

9. He is  the (untidy) ......................................... person in class.  

10. Buying things from plastic is (bad) .....................than buying things 

 

* The Superlative degree of adjective with two or more 

syllables is formed by adding ‘most’ before the adjective. 

Examples: 

most courteous, most beautiful, most intelligent  

 

The article ‘the’ preceded the superlative form. 

 

Example: 

Dado runs the fastest.  

Christy is the most responsible person in the class. 
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from recycled paper.  

11. River Nile is the (long) ........................... river in the world.  

12. In Mark’s opinion, History is (difficult) .................................... than 

Geography. However,       it is (interesting) .........................................  

13. Antarctica is one of the (cold) ................................... places on Earth.  

14. Greece is (hot) ................................ than England.  

15. Debby is the (beautiful) ……………………………… ………. of the 

class. 

16. Elvis Presley is one of the (popular) ................................. rock singers 

ever.  

17. Jenny is (tall) .................................than Alice even though she is 

(young) .............................than Alice. 

18. Switzerland is one of the (rich) ...............................countries in the 

world. 

19. People in Africa are the (poor) ................................ in the world.  

20. Alexander the Great was a (good) ................................ leader than 

Xerxes.   

 


